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October 2023

Western Sydney International 
(Nancy-Bird Walton) Airport
Environmental Impact Statement Process

Western Sydney International (Nancy-Bird Walton) Airport (WSI) is a transformational 
infrastructure project that will deliver long-term employment opportunities, boost 
economic activity and provide extensive transport benefits for Western Sydney when it 
opens by late 2026.

The draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the preliminary flight paths for WSI is 
now on public exhibition. The draft EIS examines the impact of the proposed flight paths 
on the environment and the community. The public is invited to make submissions on the 
draft EIS by visiting wsiflightpaths.gov.au/make-a-submission.

Attend our Community Information and Feedback Sessions to find out more 
and speak to a member of our team

You can register to attend via wsiflightpaths.gov.au/visit-us Scan this QR code to access 
our Online Community Portal.

Find out more

Visit the Aircraft Overflight Noise Tool to view the preliminary flight paths in more detail at wsiflightpaths.gov.au

View the draft EIS and project information on our Online Community Portal: wsiflightpaths.gov.au

Email us your questions at wsiflightpaths@infrastructure.gov.au

Call us on 1800 038 160

http://wsiflightpaths.gov.au/make-a-submission
http://www.wsiflightpaths.gov.au/visit-us
http://www.wsiflightpaths.gov.au
http://www.wsiflightpaths.gov.au
mailto:wsiflightpaths%40infrastructure.gov.au?subject=
https://www.infrastructure.gov.au/
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What is an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)? 
Under the Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (the EPBC Act), an EIS is a 
planning document that examines the environmental, social, heritage and economic impacts of a project and proposes 
measures to reduce the impacts to communities and the environment.

As part of the WSI project’s approval processes, the Minister for the Environment and Water has advised that a full EIS is 
required for the WSI preliminary flight paths.

Matters relating to noise impacts, land uses, biodiversity, health and wellbeing, along with a range of social and economic 
factors are included in the draft EIS, as well as full details of the WSI preliminary flight paths. 

What does the WSI flight paths draft EIS include?
The draft EIS explores how the preliminary flight paths affect: 
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The EIS approval process
The EIS process is an important step in finalising WSI’s 
flight paths. The Department of Infrastructure, Transport, 
Regional Development, Communications and the Arts has 
prepared the draft EIS in accordance with guidelines issued 
by the Minister for the Environment and Water. The EIS 
process is set out below.

2024: Preparation of final EIS, taking into account  
community feedback submissions

Minister for the Environment and Water to advise 
whether authorisation of preliminary WSI flight paths 
should be given and what environmental protections 

(if any) should be attached to authorisation

The Minister for Infrastructure, Transport, Regional 
Development and Local Government to consider the 

Minister for the Environment and Water’s advice, 
and to decide, as a matter of policy, whether the 

preliminary flight paths should be approved.

24 October 2023: Release of the draft EIS  
and preliminary flight paths

24 October 2023 to 31 January 2024:  
Public exhibition period and consultation 

What can I expect during the process?
People are encouraged to have their say on the draft EIS 
and the preliminary flight paths by making a submission.

During the draft EIS public exhibition period, information is 
available both online (through our Online Community Portal 
– wsiflightpaths.gov.au) and in-person to show where the 
preliminary flight paths will go and what the impacts will 
be. This includes an interactive online Aircraft Overflight 
Noise Tool.

This information can help you to understand any impacts to 
you and your community to help inform your submission.

The draft EIS also includes details of a draft Noise Insulation 
and Property Acquisition policy. 

Where can I view the draft EIS?
You can view the draft EIS:

•	 on our Online Community Portal at: 
wsiflightpaths.gov.au

•	 in person at the NSW State Library at 
1 Shakespeare Pl, Sydney NSW 2000

•	 in person at the Penrith City Library, 
601 High Street, Penrith NSW 2750

•	 in person at local council buildings across  
Greater Sydney, with details available on the 
Online Community Portal at wsiflightpaths.gov.au 
or by calling 1800 038 160.

How can I have a say
There are a range of ways that you can make a 
formal submission during the public exhibition of the 
draft EIS, including:

•	 via the Online Community Portal:  
wsiflightpaths.gov.au

•	 by email to eis.submissions@infrastructure.gov.au

•	 by mail to Attn: WSI Flight Paths Team, GPO Box 594, 
CANBERRA ACT 2601.

We encourage you to view the information on the 
Online Community Portal at wsiflightpaths.gov.au to 
learn more about how flight paths are designed and 
engagement opportunities. 

Making an effective submission:
•	 Focus on your areas of concern

•	 Explain what the impacts will be to you or 
your community

•	 Provide alternative suggestions and solutions, 
if you have any

•	 Keep it clear and concise

•	 Use drawings or diagrams if it helps.

What your feedback can influence
One of the main objectives of the EIS process is to 
listen to the concerns of people and communities that 
may be impacted by the proposed flight paths.

Your submission on the draft EIS will be used to refine 
the development of:

•	 the preliminary flight paths for WSI, including 
modes of runway operation for WSI

•	 the social and economic impact assessment of the 
preliminary flight paths.

The scope of topics that have been assessed in the 
draft EIS for the preliminary flight paths has already 
been set by the Minister for the Environment and 
Water, under the terms of the Environment Protection 
and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999.

The draft EIS for the preliminary flight paths will not 
cover the development of the WSI site itself, including 
the runway direction. This was considered as part of 
a separate EIS and approval process in 2016. 

Other road and transport infrastructure projects in 
Western Sydney are subject to their own separate 
environmental assessment requirements and 
consultation processes.

Further information on the WSI project is available 
at westernsydneyairport.gov.au.

http://wsiflightpaths.gov.au
http://wsiflightpaths.gov.au
http://wsiflightpaths.gov.au
https://www.wsiflightpaths.gov.au/

mailto:eis.submissions%40infrastructure.gov.au?subject=
http://wsiflightpaths.gov.au
http://westernsydneyairport.gov.au
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Information in your language

Translating and Interpreting Service 
(TIS National)

If you require the services of an interpreter, please contact 
the Translating and Interpreting Service on 131 450 and 
ask them to call the WSI Flight Paths team on 
1800 038 160.

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

View this brochure in languages other than English

Please scan this QR code to view information in 
languages other than English.

 

 

 

 

http://WSIflightpaths.gov.au
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