
May 2024

Western Sydney International 
(Nancy-Bird Walton) Airport
Draft EIS submissions overview

The new Western Sydney International (Nancy-Bird Walton) Airport is set to open for domestic and 
international travellers, and freight by late 2026.

The Australian Government is responsible for developing the flight paths for single runway 
operations at the airport.

Public consultation
The draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the preliminary flight paths was released in October 2023 and 
examined in detail the noise, social and environmental impacts of the preliminary flight paths.

The draft EIS was open for public comment for 3 months until 31 January 2024, during which time any member of the 
public, community organisation, council or other group could make a submission.

Your submission
During the public exhibition period, the Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development, Communications 
and the Arts received over 8,400 submissions.

The department acknowledges and thanks all those who took time to make a submission on the draft EIS, and those who 
engaged with our flight paths team during this process.

Timeline

31 January 2024
Submissions closed

April 2024 – June 2024
Submissions categorised 

and progressively published 
on wsiflightpaths.gov.au

Late 2024
Finalisation of Noise Insulation 
and Property Acquisition Policy

Late 2024
Final EIS and preliminary 

flight paths available and EIS 
submissions report published

2024–26
Detailed design and 

implementation

Late 2026
Airport opening
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Consideration of the submissions
The department’s flight paths team is now working through a step-by-step process to make sure that all submissions are 
considered. 

• Firstly, submissions are logged and categorised against the relevant topics and sections of the draft EIS.

• Secondly, flight path and environmental technical experts review the detail of the submissions for suggested changes to
the flight paths and operating modes, and identify possible flight path improvements.

Based on the review, the flight paths team is considering the need for additional assessment and further analysis of issues. 

Responding to submissions
A submissions report will be prepared as part of the final EIS, which will summarise the submissions received and will 
contain the department’s responses to the issues raised. The final EIS, including the final flight path design, is expected to be 
published in late 2024. 

Community and landowner feedback is also being used to finalise the Noise Insulation and Property Acquisition (NIPA) 
program. 

Publication of submissions
The department is progressively publishing submissions online at wsiflightpaths.gov.au/submissions. Meeting privacy 
requirements is important, and submissions will have identifying information such as names, addresses and personal 
information removed.

Overview of submissions

Key issues
The initial breakdown of the key issues raised in each submission is shown below. Note that many submissions cover more 
than one key issue. The issues have been grouped to reflect the chapters in the draft EIS. The chart below is preliminary and 
will be refined for the submissions report. 
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Sub-issues
Each of the key issues have been broken down into sub-issues, and this is set out below. The percentages are preliminary 
and will be refined for the submissions report. 

The project

Air traffic control 
procedures 

1%

Aircraft movements
17%

Aircraft type
<1%

Flight paths 
24%

General flight path design
15%

Hours of operation
37%

Modes of operation
6%

Airspace 
classification

<1%

Project development and alternatives

2016 vs 2023 flight paths
4%

Alternative flight 
path(s)

57%

Design 
development 

process – general 
28%

Future phases
11%
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Aircraft noise monitoring
Ambient noise 

monitoring
1%

Impact assessment 
approach

11%

Mitigation and 
management –

general
11%

Mitigation and 
management –

monitoring
1%

Mitigation and 
management –

noise attenuation 
12%

Operational noise 
and vibration –

general
43%

Operational noise 
impacts – sleep 

disturbance
21%

Human health

General health 
impacts

92%

Impact assessment 
approach

2%

Management and 
mitigation

6%
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Facilitated changes

Sydney Airport
94%

Bankstown Airport
3%

Camden Airport
2%

Flying training areas
1%

RAAF Base 
Richmond

<1%

Facilitated impacts

Aircraft noise 
impacts

38%

General health 
impacts

15%

Impact assessment 
approach

6%

Management and 
mitigation

6%

Social and 
economic

14%

Biodiversity
9%

Other issues
9%

Air quality
3%
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Distribution of submitters
The figure below is a distribution map of submitter locations coloured by postcode.
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Next phase: detailed design and implementation
Following the finalisation of the EIS, Airservices Australia will begin detailed design and finalisation of the airspace and 
flight paths. This work is expected to commence in late 2024.

The department will then work with the Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water on any 
conditions that may be attached to the final EIS to enable implementation of the final WSI flight paths and airspace design.

Stay informed

Visit the Aircraft Overflight Noise Tool to view the preliminary flight paths in more detail at wsiflightpaths.gov.au

View the draft EIS and project information on our Online Community Portal: wsiflightpaths.gov.au

http://wsiflightpaths.gov.au
http://wsiflightpaths.gov.au
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Information in your language

Translating and Interpreting 
Service(TIS National)

If you require the services of an interpreter, please contact 
the Translating and Interpreting Service on 131 450 and 
ask them to call the WSI Flight Paths team on 
1800 038 160.
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